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apes had, at some very remote
period, been evolved from a
common ancestor of anthropoid
family. Among his other books
may be mentioned The Expression
of "the Emotions in Men and
Animals, 1872; Insectivorous
Plants, 1875; The Power of
Movement in Plants, 1880 ; and
The Formation of Vegetable
Mould through the Action of
Worms, 1881. He died April 19,
1882, and was buried in West-
minster Abbey. Down House was
presented in 1929 to the British
Association as a memorial.

Bibliography, Life and Letters,
by his son Francis, 1887 ; Lives, L.
Huxley, 1921; H. Ward, 1927;
G. A. Dorsey, 1929; R. W. G.
Kingston, 1935; G. West, 1937;
C. D. and the Voyage of the Beagle,
Lady Barlow (his granddaughter),
1945 ; Darwin Revalued. Sir Arthur
Keith, 1955 ; Apes, Angels, and
Victorians, VV. Irvine, 1955.

Darwin, ERASMUS (1731-1802).
British scientist. Born at Elston
Hall, near Newark, Dec, 12, 1731,
^ he was edu-
I cated at St.
J John's College,
i Cambridge,

Is and Edinburgh
university,
, where he grad-
| uated in medi-
I cine. He was
twice married,
Charles Dar-
win being a
grandson of
the first marriage, and Francis
Galton a grandson of the second.
In addition to practising as a
medical man, Darwin devoted him-
self to the pursuit of science
generally. He foreshadowed in
certain respects the theories of
Lamarck, which, in their turn, fore-
shadowed those of Charles Darwin.
He wrote poems, mostly didactic,
including The Loves of the Plants,
the nucleus of a longer poem en-
titled The Botanic Garden, 1791.
He died April 18, 1802. Consult
Dr. Darwin, H. Pearson, 1930.

Darwin, SIB FRANCIS (1848-
1925). British botanist. Third son
of Charles Darwin, he was born at
Downe, Kent, Aug. 16, 1848, and
educated at
Trinity Col-
lege, Cam-
bridge. He
acted as assis-
tant to his
father, after
whose death
he returned to
Cambridge,
started classes
for the prac-          and 'author'
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tical study of vegetable physiology,
and was appointed lecturer and
later reader in botany. President of
the British Association in 1908, he
was the author of Life and Letters
of Charles Darwin, 1887 ; Practi-
cal Physiology of Plants (with
E. H. Acton), 1894 ; Foundations
of the Origin of Species, 1909 : and
Springtime and Other Essays,
1920. He was knighted in 1913 and
died Sept. 19, 1925.

Darwin, SIR GEORGE HOWARD
(1845-1912). British astronomer.
Born at Downe, Kent. July 9,
1845, the sec-
ond son of
Charles Dar-
win, he was
educated at
Trinity College,
Cambridge.
After reading
law in London,
he returned to
Cambridge in
1873, was
elected F.R.S.
in 1879, and became professor of
astronomy at Cambridge in 1883.
He devoted special attention to
the influence of geological changes
on the earth's axis ; to the earlier
history of the earth; to the
influence of the moon on the shape
of the earth and on the tides. After
1882 he was principally occupied
with the theory and calculation of
tides. He was knighted in 1905,
and died Dec. 7, 1912. Consult
Scientific Papers, with biographi-
cal memoirs, ed. F. J. M. Stratton
and J. Jackson, 1907-16.

Darwin, LEONARD (1850-1943).
British scientist. Born at Downe,
Kent. Jan. 15,1850, the fourth son
of Charles Dar-
win, he was
educated at
the R.M.A.,
Woolwich, and
in 1871 entered
the Royal En-
gineers. In
1874 and 1882
he took part
in expeditions
for observing
the transit of Vemis, and in other
scientific expeditions. During
1885-90 he was on the staff in the
intelligence department at the War
office, and during 1892-95 was
Liberal-Unionist M.P. for Lich-
field. He was president of the
Royal Geographical Society, 1908-
11, and of the Eugenics Society,
1911-28. He published works on
Bimetallism, 1898; Municipal
Trade, 1903; The Need for
Eugenic Reform, 1926. He died
March 26, 1943,
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Darwinism. Theory of evolu-
tion put forward by Charles Dar-
win to account for the origin of
species. The theory states that
variations in all living organisms
arise spontaneously from causes of
which we know nothing, and that
these variations may or may not
be advantageous to the organism.
In the general struggle for exist-
ence the organisms possessing ad-
vantageous variations will natur-
ally survive and reproduce then-
species. Other organisms com-
peting against them in the struggle
will fail, and thus become extinct.
Darwinism thus asserts that
nature selects for survival those
which are the fittest for then- own
particular environment. Hence
this doctrine is briefly referred to
as that of natural selection. See
Biology ; Cell; Eugenics ; Evolu-
tion ; Heredity ; Lamarck ; Life.
Darwin Sound. Channel of the
S. Pacific, oS Chile, between Tierra
del Fuego and Gordon Island. It is
a W. extension of Beagle Channel.
Dasent, SIR GEORGE WEBBE
(1817-96). British scholar. He
was born at St. Vincent, B.W.I.,
May 22, 1817, and educated at
Westminster and Magdalen Hall,
Oxford. He was secretary to
the British envoy at Stockholm,
1840-44, Delane's assistant editor
on The Times, 1845-70, and civil
service commissioner, 1870-92.
His translations from the Norse,
undertaken at the instance of
Grimm, whose acquaintance he
made at Stockholm, include The
Prose or Younger Edda, 1842 ; and
Popular Tales from the Norse,
1859; from the Icelandic The
Story of Burnt Njal, 1861 ; and
The "Story of Gisli, the Outlaw,
1866. Knighted in 1876, he died at
Ascot, June 11, 1896.
Dasfrkoff, EKATERHU ROMAN-
OV^A, PRINCESS (1743-1810). Rus-
sian writer. She was born at St.
Petersburg (Leningrad), and at
the age of 16 married Prince
Mikhail Dashkoff (d. 1761). Her
scientific and literary attainments
secured her admission into many
of the learned societies of Europe,
and between 1768 and 1782 she
travelled widely, visiting England
and Scotland. In 1782 she was
made director of the St. Peters-
burg academy of arts and sciences
and in 1784 became first president
of the Russian academy. She had
taken part in the coup of 1762
which brought Catherine II to the
throne, and on the accession of
Paul I, 1796, was deprived of all
her appointments. She died Jan 4,
1810. Consult Memoirs, Eng. trans,
ed. Mrs. W. Bradford, 1840.